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This brochure provides information on the opportunities 
Rhineland-Palatinate has to offer its children. Whether it is 
the smallest primary class sizes with short routes to school for 
little legs, the grammar schools with its attractive reputation, 
strongly integrated comprehensive schools or upwardly-mobile 
intermediate secondary schools plus with or without specialised 
secondary education, practice-oriented vocational schools, 
special needs schools with their own opportunities, all-day or 
half-day, Rhineland-Palatinate has a lot to offer in education and 
you and your child have a free choice. Upwardly mobile, socially 
just and free of charge from crèche to your first degree. This is 
Rhineland-Palatinate – the state of educational achievement.

We hope you enjoy what you read.

Malu Dreyer Vera Reiß

Foreword

Dear Readers,

education is the foundation of everything. An autonomous life, 
professional success and professional satisfaction all depend 
on a good education, and, not least, it forms the future of our 
democratic community. For this reason, education has been 
highly valued in Rhineland-Palatinate for many years. This will 
remain so in the future. Advancement through education and 
the combination of capability and equal opportunities in the 
education system are our guiding principles.

To achieve this, education must provide support for pupils 
in the development of their personalities. It must help in the 
discovery of talent and lay the foundation for subsequent 
professional success. The paths to the best education are as 
varied and individual as the talents and interests children have.

Malu Dreyer Vera Reiß

Minister-President of the 
State of Rhineland-Palatinate 

Minister of State for Education, 
Science and Culture
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All-day schools
In 2002, Rhineland-Palatinate became the first state to syste-
matically expand all-day school with educational activities from 
8.00am to 4.00pm. Back then, the state government made the 
decision to assume all the costs for educational staff, thereby 
relieving the pressure on the school authorities. 
Staff includes teachers, education professionals and out-of-
school partners including sports clubs, music schools, compa-
nies and voluntary organisations. This offer is free of charge for 
participating pupils. 
All pupils can attend an all-day school close to their home. The 
offer extends over four weekdays of eight hours each. Thanks to 
the obligatory schedule, the all-day school format in Rhine-
land-Palatinate is particularly appreciated by parents who work 
full time. 
So that the educational staff can cater to the needs of children 
and support them individually, the all-day schools in Rhine-
land-Palatinate take into account four elements in the design of 
their services:
•	 Class-related	supplements	including	
 homework supervision,
•	 Subject-related	projects,
•	 Support,
•	 Recreational	activities.
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These options complement compulsory education both at 
primary and lower secondary school with learning and practice 
periods. Language courses for children from immigrant families, 
reading campaigns, support for pupils with learning difficulties 
and the encouragement of special gifts and talents take place 
regularly. All of the offerings foster the pupils’ social skills and 
strengthen their motivation in compulsory education. 

Freedom to choose learning materials with  
school book-lending
Since the academic year 2010/2011, even more parents in 
Rhineland-Palatinate have had the opportunity to save money 
when buying learning materials for their children. The previous 
voucher system has been gradually replaced with the school 
book-lending system in which all parents can participate. 
As was the case in the past, parents whose income does not 
exceed a certain amount receive school books and supplemen-
tary publications as well as workbooks free of charge, upon 
application. Parents who earn more than this amount can 
borrow school books in return for a usage fee. The usage fee 
depends on the length of time for which the learning materials 
are borrowed. This means that much lower costs are incurred 
compared with the retail price. For more information and the 
specific income limits,  
visit http://lmf-online.rlp.de

Free pupil transportation
The Education Act (Schulgesetz) guarantees, in certain circum-
stances, the right to pupil transportation to the next type of 
chosen school. This means that pupil transportation has been 
free of charge since the academic year 2012/2013 for all types 
of school up to year 10 and beyond in Berufsfachschulen I 
and II, which also offer school leaving certificates for lower 
secondary school.

Advancement thanks to flexible options 
With a good 180 intermediate secondary schools plus, of 
which each sixth is linked with a specialised secondary educa-
tion, over 150 grammar schools and more than 50 integrated 
comprehensive schools as well as a very wide-ranging offering 
of more than 100 vocational schools, Rhineland-Palatinate 
provides a nuanced, open and upwardly-mobile range of 
school options. This makes a decisive contribution to satisfying 
the requirements of a society currently undergoing a demo-
graphic change and meeting the skill needs of the future.

Provision of instruction
A good structure of lesson provision helps general education 
establishments to cover not only compulsory education to a 
large degree. When a school’s weekly teaching load is distri-
buted, lessons which go beyond the requirements of compul-
sory education are also allocated, enabling differentation and 
additional support. However, the clear priority in the way the 
lessons are actually designed is to cover compulsory education 
requirements.

rühl
Durchstreichen

rühl
Eingefügter Text
vocational school I (fulltime)



98

Rhineland-Palatinate has the smallest class sizes  
of all non-city states in Germany.  

The average number of children in a class is 18.5.  
Small, local primary schools are maintained,  

especially in rural areas.

Children learn English or French from their first year  
at school, in small modules in all subject areas, spread over the 

school week as opposed to in specialist classes.

The lessons combine hearing, speaking and reading on an  
equal basis so that children can find their first methods of 

expression in a foreign language.

The children’s language progress is documented in  
a special language portfolio.

Special options at selected primary schools: 
•	 bilingual primary school
•	 day-release schools for gifted and more able pupils  
 that happen once a week

 As of the 2011/2012 school year, the maximum 
class size for all primary schools is 24.

 Three quarters of primary schools in Rhineland-
Palatinate are all-day schools or provide 
afternoon supervision.

 Flexible school enrolment and cooperation 
with Kindertagesstätten facilitate the children’s 
transition to primary school.

 Along with reliable lesson times provided by 
the complete half-day school system, there 
is integrated foreign language provision at all 
primary schools.  

For more information, visit : 
http://grundschule.bildung-rp.de

Primary School
(Grundschule)
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There are many ways of changing from intermediate secondary 
school plus to a different type of school:

•  to a grammar school after year 6

•  after successfully completing year 9, to vocational school I 
or an apprenticeship

•  after the general certificate of secondary education  
 (Mittlere Reife) to a higher Berufsfachschule or, with a 

good grade average, to a specialised secondary education, 
grammar school sixth form or vocational grammar school.

Special options at selected intermediate secondary schools plus:
Specialised secondary education leads to a university entrance 
qualification. 
three specialisations are offered: 
•	 economics and administration
•	 technology
•	 health

 Rhineland-Palatinate provides a network of 
intermediate secondary schools plus in local 
neighbourhoods. All the schools emphasise 
extended joint learning and individual support.

 Intermediate secondary school plus is 
characterised by high levels of advancement 
to other types of school and numerous upward 
mobility opportunities. This means there is also 
the opportunity to advance to the university 
entrance exam (Abitur) in rural areas.

 The compulsory optional subject area is at the 
heart of the intermediate secondary school plus. 
This orientation option in year 6 enables all 
pupils to discover their talents and choose the 
compulsory optional subject which suits them 
best.

 Career guidance forms a core component of the 
school concept at all intermediate secondary 
schools plus. Learning at school is combined with 
work experience. Internships provide more in-
depth insights into the world of work.

The compulsory optional subject area offers practice-oriented 
courses in technology, sciences, economics, social studies and  

a second foreign language from year 6 onwards.

Intermediate secondary school plus/
specialised secondary education
(Realschule plus/Fachoberschule, FOS) 

For more information, visit : 
http://realschuleplus.bildung-rp.de
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There were 19 integrated comprehensive schools in 2006. 
Since the academic year 2014/2015 there are 55 integrated 

comprehensive schools.

Pupils whose performance varies significantly in one subject 
can switch to a different level within the class group, which 
means they can remain in the class group for years 5 to 9.

there are numerous integrated comprehensive schools in 
Rhineland-Palatinate with special options. For example, they 
belong to the group of elite football schools, cooperate with 
theatres and universities, get involved as “schools without 
racism” or “schools with courage”, characterise themselves 
as model schools for participation and democracy or are 
members of the international network of uneSco schools.

 The range of available integrated comprehensive 
schools has been expanded considerably in the 
past few years.

 Integrated comprehensive school comprises 
all educational programmes and certificates, 
meaning that school careers can be kept open for 
a long time. 

 Career and study guidance form an integral part 
of the school concept in the subject of social 
sciences (Gesellschaftslehre). It is also taught in 
an interdisciplinary way during project days and in 
the form of company internships.

 The class council is a firm fixture and lesson in 
integrated comprehensive school timetables. It 
is where conflicts are solved and decisions made 
together.

For more information, visit : 
http://igs.bildung-rp.de

Integrated comprehensive school 
(Integrierte Gesamtschule, IGS)
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 Grammar schools pave the way to a general 
university entrance qualification over 9 years 
(Abitur certificates are issued in late March) and 
over 8 years at selected sites in conjunction with  
a mandatory all-day school (G8GTS).

 Along with compulsory education, grammar 
schools offer a wide range of specialities and 
supporting measures. 

 By selecting basic and advanced courses in the 
penultimate year at the grammar school, pupils 
can place appropriate emphasis on their talents 
and interests.

 There are numerous ways of transferring between 
grammar schools and intermediate secondary 
schools plus, integrated comprehensive schools 
and vocational schools. 

For more information, visit : 
http://gymnasium.bildung-rp.de

Grammar school
(Gymnasium)

The first foreign language is learned from year 5 onwards and 
the second foreign language from year 6. Years 9 and 10 offer 

the opportunity of an optional subject, which could be another 
foreign language, science or information technology (G8GTS 

offers optional subjects in years 8 and 9).
As of the academic year 2015/2016, there are 151 grammar 

schools of which 21 are G8GTS grammar schools.

A third of the grammar schools offer bilingual pathways in which  
geography, history and social studies are taught in English or 

French. At some grammar schools, gifted and motivated pupils 
can even attend classes for the gifted and talented with fast-track 

completion (BEGYS), allowing them to complete years 
7 to 10 in 3 years instead of 4. Other opportunities include pupil 

competitions and visits abroad.

Special options at selected grammar schools:
Schools with programmes for gifted pupils/international 
schools/Mint-ec schools (schools with centres of excellence 
for maths, it, science and technology)/state music grammar 
school/state art grammar school/sport grammar schools.
Second educational path:
as of the academic year 2015/2016, there are 4 adult colleges, 
3 of which have evening grammar school classes (after 
5.00pm). they lead the way for professionals to obtain a 
general university entrance qualification.
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Special need schools focus on various areas of sup-
port: Learning, holistic development, language, social 

and emotional development, motor-skill develop-
ment, seeing and hearing. The school authorities 

decide on the focus and which type of special need 
school is appropriate.

Parents can contact special need schools with questions 
concerning their child’s disability. Together with schools which 

offer inclusive lessons, they support parents in the decision as to 
where the child will go for this support.

 Pupils evaluated as having special educational 
needs and whose parents have selected this place 
of learning for them attend special needs schools.

 Special needs schools are tasked with advising 
other types of schools and parents in matters 
of special education so that inclusive teaching is 
a success. For this purpose, appropriate special 
needs schools are commissioned to act as 
support and advice centres upon application from 
the school authorities.

 During lessons, special educational needs 
teachers and education professionals support the 
pupils with individual aids and special educational 
needs projects.

 The children and young people are guided to a 
school-leaving qualification which matches their 
individual potential.

 

For more information, visit : 
http://sonderpaedagogik.bildung-rp.de/unterricht-in-der- 
foerderschule

Special needs school
(Förderschule)

School career guidance is tailored to the individual’s 
needs. Depending on the educational course, special 
need schools lead to completion of lower secondary 

school leaving certificate (Berufsreife) or a special 
school-leaving qualification (special form of Berufsreife; 
school-leaving qualification with the support focus on 
holistic development). The pupils learn how to develop 

ideas for their professional future and to be active, 
along with their parents.
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 The future of the dual system of vocational 
education and training is secure in Rhineland-
Palatinate thanks to high-performing vocational 
schools across the board. 

 Great flexibility for movement between 
the different types of schools facilitates the 
achievement of higher qualifications. 

 Optional vocational education programmes have 
been developed further so that link-ups between 
the different types of schools are made possible. 

 The social education (nursery teacher) and 
geriatric care programmes at technical schools 
have been expanded significantly to reinforce 
support in the early years and with regard to                                        
the demographic change.

Pupils are provided with individual support. 
The more flexible organisation of lessons 

means that smaller vocational school 
 locations can be maintained.

The vocational grammar schools with specialisations in 
economics and technology as well as health and social studies 

have been expanded. The number of school sites increased from 
30 vocational grammar schools with 44 specialisations and focal 

points in 2008 to 40 vocational grammar schools with 
60 specialisations and focal points in 2015.

The pilot project of  
part-time training in social education 
at the technical school was launched 
successfully and is being rolled out 

across the state.
For more information, visit : 
http://berufsbildendeschule.bildung-rp.de

Special option during year of vocational preparation:
inclusive lessons will begin at up to ten selected sites in 
academic year 2015/2016 within the framework of the education 
act’s experimentation clause.

Vocational school
(Berufsbildende Schule, BBS)
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The school system in Rhineland-Palatinate The vocational schools

Berufsschule
with occupation-specific 

qualification and university 
of applied science entrance 

qualification lessons

Berufsschule
with occupation- 

specific qualification

Year of vocational 
preparation

Höhere Berufs-
fachschule

Berufs- 
oberschule I

Duale  
Berufsoberschule

Basic vocational education

Berufs- 
fachschule I

Berufs- 
fachschule II

Qualifizierter  Sekundarabschluss I

Fachhochschul reife

Abschluss der Berufsreife

Berufsschule/University

Vocational qualification

Berufliche Qualifizierung

Hochschulreife

Berufs- 
oberschule II

Vocational  
Gymnasium Fachschule

Integrierte
Gesamtschule

Realschule
plus

10

9
8
7
6
5

O r i e n t i e r u n g s s t u f e

4
3
2
1

Completion of Berufsreife

Gymnasium

Qualifizierter Sekundarabschluss I

Fachhochschul reife
(entrance qualification)

Berufliche Qualifikation             University entrance  
 qualification

Gymnasiale
Oberstufe

Fachober-
schule

Grundschule

Kindertagesstätte (Kita)

Berufsbildende Schule
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 The implementation of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities with the 
unrestricted parental right to choose has formed 
part of the Rhineland-Palatinate Education 
Act since August 2014.  Rhineland-Palatinate 
was the first German state to publish an action 
plan to implement the rights of people with 
disabilities in 2010. 

 Inclusion is the task of all schools.

 Inclusion is already an integral part of all teacher 
training at universities and in teacher training 
colleges.

 The state of Rhineland-Palatinate provides 
financial support to the municipalities for the 
implementation of school inclusion

InCLuSIOn

Parents of children with special educational needs can decide 
whether their child should attend a secondary school with 

facilities to include special needs pupils or a special needs school. 
Secondary school with facilities to include special needs pupils 

provide learning for children and young people with and without 
special educational needs alongside one another and near to 
their homes. Mainstream school teachers are supported by 

teachers from a special needs school and professional educators.
There is also a network of special needs schools. Only pupils with 

special educational needs attend these schools.

The municipalities receive additional annual payments of  
€10 million from Rhineland-Palatinate from funding designated 

for inclusive and socially-integrative tasks.

For more information, visit : 
http://inklusion.bildung-rp.de
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 There are binding minimum standards set out in 
guidelines for all secondary schools, career and 
study guidance.

 A mandatory day of career and study guidance 
is held between years 7 to 10 and in the upper 
school. Schools cooperate with the Federal 
Employment Agency (Agentur für Arbeit), the 
chambers of commerce and crafts, businesses, 
vocational schools and universities when 
organising the events.

 Practical learning provides pupils with direct 
experience of everyday working life, for example 
in internships, on weekly practice days or within 
the dropout prevention project “Keine(r) ohne 
Abschluss (KoA)”.

 Pupils document their personal journey in a 
career choice portfolio.

CAREER AnD  
STuDY GuIDAnCE

The schools create their own career and study guidance 
concept on the basis of these principles.

By cooperating with several partners, the pupils and their parents 
obtain a good foundation for forthcoming decisions in their career 

and study choices.

For more information, visit : 
http://berufsorientierung.bildung-rp.de

The career choice portfolio allows parents, teachers, 
careers advisers and companies to support young people in 
their orientation and decision processes in a targeted way, 

whether the choice is vocational training or a university 
degree.

The practice day in the educational course leading to lower secondary 
school leaving certificate provides pupils with a whole year of insights 

into the world of work and makes their choice of a career easier.  
The rate of pupils leaving school without a qualification is considerably 

lower in Rhineland-Palatinate than the national average.
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 Youth research/Pupils experiment 

 Each year, pupils from almost 80 countries meet 
for the International Chemistry Olympiad to 
compare their abilities in chemistry. Every nation 
sends a team of four people.

 The state ancient language competition “Alte 
Sprachen” is geared towards talented upper 
school pupils interested in Latin and Greek.

 “Jugend debattiert” youth debates

 Tasks geared towards a guiding European 
theme promote a European conscience. As the 
European competition is geared towards all age 
groups and types of school, pupil competitions 
are often the first contact which children have 
with Europe.

COMPETITIOnS/SuCCESS

An integral part of the competition is the promotion of 
up-and-coming scientists and is formed by the cooperation 

between schools, business and universities. Rhineland-Palatinate 
is one of the strongest participating states when compared 

nationally. 
In 2013, the most successful German participant in the 
“International Science and Engineering Fair” came from 

Rhineland-Palatinate and was awarded second prize in physics 
and astronomy in Phoenix, uSA.

Pupils from Rhineland-Palatinate gave the best performances of 
all states in the national competition “Jugend debattiert”. Since 
2010, they have been awarded first and second place once and 
third place twice. Due to their ranking three other pupils from 

Rhineland-Palatinate were accepted into the alumni programme 
of the competition, which is organised by the Hertie Foundation 

and Federal President.



2928

Parents’ rights/Pupils’ rights Helpful addresses
Parents still have the right

 to a free choice in their child’s school career;
 to take part in their child’s lessons and school 

events while the child is attending primary and 
secondary school;

 Information provided after the child turns 18: 
Parents of pupils over the age of 18 have the right 
to ask about their child’s training path.

Parents’ and pupils’ rights have been expanded as a 
result of a strengthening of the school board:

 Teachers, parents and pupils are represented on 
these boards on equal terms. All three groups have 
a voting right in overall faculty meetings.

 School development and quality assurance 
measures are taken consensually with the school 
board.

 The school’s senior leadership team discusses 
planning for the school year together with the 
school board.

 Ministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft, 
 Weiterbildung und Kultur (MBWWK)
 Mittlere Bleiche 61, 55116 Mainz
 Tel.: (06131) 16-0
 E-mail: poststelle@mbwwk.rlp.de
 Homepage: http://mbwwk.rlp.de

 Aufsichts- und Dienstleistungsdirektion – ADD Trier
 Kurfürstliches Palais, Willy-Brandt-Platz 3, 54290 Trier
 Tel.: (0651) 9494-0
 E-mail: poststelle@add.rlp.de
 Homepage: http://www.add.rlp.de/Schulen-und-Kultur

  ADD Außenstelle Koblenz
 Südallee 15-19, 56068 Koblenz
 Tel.: (0261) 120-0
 E-mail: poststelle@add.rlp.de

  ADD Außenstelle Neustadt a. d. W.
 Friedrich-Ebert-Straße 14, 57433 Neustadt a. d. W.
 Tel.: (06321) 99-0
 E-mail: poststelle@add.rlp.de
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  Landeselternbeirat Rheinland-Pfalz
 Mittlere Bleiche 61, 55116 Mainz
 Tel.: (06131) 16-2926 und -2928
 E-mail: leb@mbwwk.rlp.de
 Homepage: http://leb.bildung-rp.de

  Koordinationsstelle für Elternarbeit
 Mittlere Bleiche 61, 55116 Mainz 
 E-mail: elternarbeit@mbwwk.rlp.de
 Homepage: http://eltern.bildung-rp.de

  Pädagogisches Landesinstitut Rheinland-Pfalz
 Butenschönstraße 2, 67346 Speyer
 Tel.: (06232) 659-0
 E-mail: pl@pl.rlp.de
 Homepage: http://www.pl.rlp.de
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